PLAY:

THE GREAT PLAGUE
N1:
Imagine there is a terrible disease in our town

N2:
Imagine more and more people ... catch this terrible disease 

          ….  and die a terrible death

N3:
Imagine doctors and scientists .... don’t know how to cure it ….

Open curtains

N1:
Let us go back in time ....  to  1665

N2:
London was one of the biggest cities in Europe 
N3:
400,000  people .... lived in this huge city.

N1:
The streets were narrow,  

N2:
the houses were close together and .... overcrowded, 

N3:
families .. had lots of children and  lived  together in small spaces.

N1:
Some people were rich like ... the  aristocrats  and the nobility 
N2:
but many people .... were extremely poor
N3:
others ... were beggars and vagabonds.

Poor Boy :Jim


Please Sir!  spare a coin for the poor...
Poor Girl: Martha

I have no home to go to

Jim:




I am so hungry Sir …..

Martha:



Please Sir!  a coin for the poor!

Samue Pepys:
Let us go to a coffee-house  John
John Evelyn:
Yes, I know a good place on Drury lane

(Children make faces at them)
Martha:



They are so mean! …..

N1:
London was also very smelly .... 

N2:
People didn’t wash much .... and they were SO smelly

N3:
Soap ... was too expensive and the water was freezing, 

N1:
Some people went to the river .... when they were really dirty ... and just .. 
too smelly!
Bob:

Caw …..You stink my friend! 
Joseph:
Who? ……  Me?

Bob:

Yes, You need a wash! 
Joseph:
I don’t need a wash. ...  Look! My hands and face are clean .....

Bob:

Where are my herbs  …..       Go ... and bathe in the river

Joseph:
The river?  Did you say the river?  What a stupid idea!  The water is freezing …..  I will die of cold! 
Bob:

Well, .....  take  this  cloth and wipe yourself clean ….
Joseph:
Oh alright ….maybe tomorrow ….
N2:
The streets .. were filthy ... too
N3:
People threw all their waste onto the streets ... or into the river 
Rebecca:
Dirty water, .... out of the way!!  
Samuel:
Look out! Mind your clothes!!

Rebecca:
Well dodged  my dear!

John E:
What a cheek!

Samuel:
Oh my God! The smell is horrific!

Where is my perfume?    .... aaagh ....   that’s better!....

John:

Let’s go to the coffee-house!
N1:
there were also … lots of animals in the streets of London 
N2:
dogs, cats, hens, donkeys, pigs  ….
N3:
…… and there were rats  ......  everywhere.
Rat 1:
 Look! Yummy pooh!
Rat 2:
 Oooh! fresh human pooh !
Rat 1:
 Mmm! This is the best !
Rat 2:
 Yummy human pooh! (2)
N1:
The winter of 1665 was freezing cold but .... when the summer came 
it was hot and dry. 
N2:
Everybody was thirsty.

N3:
The rats were very happy!

Rat 1:
Let the party begin!!
Rat  2:
Let’s look for pooh!

Rat 1:
Nice, human pooh! (2)
Water Man: 
fresh water from the well! (2)
Martina:

Can I have 2 cups of water please!
Water Man:
Two cups?  No !

Martina:

No?

Water.Man
One cup ... and that’s  .. your lot!

Martina:

Only  one cup?

Water Man: 
I have to go ... a long way ... to get this water

Martina:


(takes a rat from his cup) 
AAGH!  These rats are everywhere  .....
Water Man: 
fresh water from the well!

In the tavern
John:

Good Morning, William
Samuel:
Can I have a cup of coffee please

Taverner:
Yes Sir, we have the best coffee from Brazil.
John:

And one for me too .. please

William:
Certainly! 
Samuel:
And can we have two glasses of water, please.
William:
Water?  No ... You can have coffee ... but you can’t have water … 
John:

No water? But that’s impossible! Why not?

William:
I’m sorry, Sir but .... we need all the water for the coffee! 

Samuel:
But we will pay for it!

William:
I’m sorry ….  but no ….. we have no water to give you …..
John:

No water, and it’s only June …...  
Samuel:
It’s ... horrendous!……

John:

This is the hottest day in my life! (wiping brow) 
Samuel:
Yes, ....  And there  is terrible  news  ….

John:

What is it?

Samuel:
The plague ……  is back in London …. 
John:

No! not the Plague ….

Samuel:
I was in Covent Garden this morning and I saw 2 or three houses....with a red cross on the doors.
 John:
….But  that’s  terrible news … 
Samuel:
It made me feel so sad…..  and then I was very worried about my smell… 
John:
Well Yes, you are quite smelly Samuel ...

Samuel:
This morning my wife told me to go to  the bathing-house because I smell so bad …… 

John:

I hate those places ….
Samuel:
me too ...

John:

Let’s buy some  tobacco  to chew  ……  It will make you will  feel  much better.
Samuel:
Good idea my friend,  Let’s go to the market 

John:
The coffee was wonderful, William, 
William:
Thank you.
Samuel:
Goodbye William, see you tomorrow

William:
Goodbye  .... Have a good day! 
Rebecca:

Atishoo! Atishoo! Cough Cough
Aitana:

Rebecca, are you alright? 

Rebecca:

I’m okay,  just a little hot …. (Cough cough)
Aitana:

Sit down ... and take a rest

Robert Shell:
Keep away! Keep away!
Londoner 1:
Call the doctor! Quick!

Constable:

Keep moving please, keep moving

Londoner 2 :
Don’t touch her! 

Rebecca:

Oh dear! (sneeze sneeze)
Physician:

I’m  a  Physician,  Let me see this young girl
Constable:

Make way for the physician!
Sergio:

Get your vinegar water here! Vinegar water for the Plague
Physician:

We need some vinegar water …

Aitana:

Give me some vinegar water , quick!

Sergio:

Here, take this cloth ....

Aitana:

Thanks!




Here’s the vinegar ….

Physician:

Smell this cloth

Doctor:
Now,  Let me see… do you have sores under your arms?

Rebecca:
Yes, they really hurt

Aah  yes …. Well  ….  this chicken will cure you ,….  I’m sure
Press it hard …. and you will feel better soon …

Rebecca
Thank you 
(cough cough)
Aitana:
How much is that?

Give me what you can my dear …
Londoner 3:
What is  ….  this terrible disease?

Minister 

This ….  is a punishment  from God .....  for your wicked ways!  
Nicolas:

Oh no!

Minister:

Yes! ….. You have acted badly  
Narrator 1:
Oh Dear, …. what can we do now?

Minister:

You must go to church and say your prayers … 
But ...  if you give me a little money …..  I  ….will pray for you too
Pablo:

Pray for me Father

Anna:

Pray for me first …
Minister

Now, now….  there is time for everybody ….form a line please … 
Apothecary:
Look at the sky…

The planets .... are in the wrong position … 
Londoner 2:
So what can we do?

Apothecary:
Drink frogs in milk to stop the Plague

Londoner 3:
Frogs in milk?....  That’s repulsive!
Carlos:

Drink this and you will be saved!

Martina:
Fresh rosemary for your posies!

Samuel:
John:

How much is the rosemary?

6 shillings a sprig...  please

 What? 6 shillings ? for a sprig of rosemary?

I had to go ... a long way ...to get this rosemary, take it or leave it!

Can I have two please?

That’s twelve shillings,  Sir!

Anna:
Mint and Sage will keep you safe!
Pablo
How much is it?

2 shillings for you ... my darling!

Give me one bunch, please

No hands please!
Put your money into the vinegar water 
Oh ..,. I see ...
Nicolas:
We can’t buy any herbs … 

Lucía R::
Yes,  It’s all too costly …. we have no money …
Sergio:
Buy your vinegar water here !
Pablo:
Let’s get some vinegar water …
Carlos:
Abracadabra charms ….
The best  protection against  the Plague!
William:
Can I have one, please?

Aitana:
Fresh tobacco to stop the nasty smells !
Buy your Tobacco here!

Izara:
Look!  Here’s the tobacco stall

Eluney:
Good! Can I have 3 boxes, please!

Yes. Of course! 

William:

Tobacco!  Yes …. we must all smoke tobacco!

Londoner 2:
But I hate  tobacco ….  It makes me cough …

Aarón:

What do you prefer … to cough or to catch the Plague?

Londoner 3:
Here, smoke this pipe!

Londoner 2:
Cough, cough …. 
Roberto:
Make way for the mayor, make way for the mayor!
Daniela:
The mayor!

Pablo:
About time too!

Rodrigo:
What are you going to do about the Plague?

Anna:
Where is the King?
Mayor:
He has left London, it is not safe .... for a king …

Martina:
But it’s safe for us …
Nicolas:
Nobody cares for us ….

All:

We want to see our king!

Mayor:
Calm down everybody! We will find a solution!

Aitana:
You always say that!

Martina:
What is the solution?

Mayor:
Let’s listen to the expert ..

Speak to the people of London ….

Eva:

The Plague is caused ... by bad smells …

You must keep your windows closed

Water-Man:
Windows closed? But it’s too hot ….

Londoner 1:
How can we close our windows in this heat?
Eva:

And you must fumigate  .. your houses to take the bad smells away
Eva:

We catch the Plague  from cats and dogs and pigs   …… 

Mayor:
We will kill all the dogs and cats 

Rats dance in the corner .. 
Rat 1:
 

Hurray!!

Rat 2:


No more dogs and cats, 
Rats 1 /2 dance:  
no more dogs and cats!(2)
Sergio:
Dogs and cats? Why?

Expert:
They spread the Plague ….

Aitana:
But I love my cat
Martina:
My dog  is my best friend

Mayor;
I’m sorry but they have to go …

Expert:
Do not touch a person who has the Plague … or you will catch it too….
Mayor
We will close all the theatres and dancing places in London

L1:

What? No theatre? No dancing?

Expert:
We want to protect you …

Anna:
Dancing will do no harm …

Mayor:
You can dance in the street if you want to dance

Eva:

You will pray to God and go to confession

(Minister, rubs his hands)

Eva:

Special  doctors will look after the sick

Plague doctor comes …. (fashion show)
Designer:
the doctor is covered up completely

No plague air will touch his skin

He wears thick boots

A long coat

He covers his mouth and nose with a hood and beak

He wears thick gloves

And ... he carries a stick .... to keep people away

Expert:
If you catch the Plague your house will be shut up and marked with a red cross 
Roberto:
And 'God have mercy upon us' on the door.
Mayor:
You will stay in the house for 40 days and a watchman will guard you and  bring you food and water.
Pablo:            You can’t lock us up!

All:
You can’t lock us up! (2)

        Ring a ring o’ roses     
William:

coughs, and sneezes and feels hot
Martina:

Jim, what is it?

William:

I feel very hot
Aarón:

Call the  Doctor!
Martina:

Quick! my friend is sick 

Constable:

Keep away! Keep away!
Doctor:
I’m too hot in these clothes, but I don’t want to catch the Plague



Is this the man with a fever? 
Aarón:

Yes !




Doctor:

Where is he? 
Aarón:

Here , Over here

Doctor:

Let me look at him. Hmm ... (lifting his arm) 



hot and feverish. … And he has bubas in his armpits  ….. 
William:

sneeze, sneeze
Doctor

he’s sneezing … he has the Plague
Aarón:

Call the watchman
Constable:

This way my friend

Aarón:

You must stay in your house for 40 days: 
Martina:

40 days?  Oh no
Constable:
:
I’m sorry ….
He locks the door and paints a big red cross on it

Minister:

Lord Have Mercy on this family

Narrator 1:
More and more people caught the plague

N 2:


In July there were 1.000 deaths every week

N3:
August was even hotter and  6.000 people died of the Plague every week ….
N1:


The streets were deserted, 

N2:


The dead had no names
N3:


No bells rang for the dead

Alvaro:

Bring out your dead! 
Aitana:

Can you take my Bob?

Alvaro:

Alright, Plague was it?

Aitana:

Yes! You will give him ... a proper burial, won’t you?

Alvaro:

Of course I will , 
Carlos:

I’ll chuck  him in the  pit with all the others

Aitana:

Oh good, he would want that.




It’s worrying this plague, I mean where does it come 


from?

Carlos:

I’m glad you asked me that …..

PLAGUE SONG:
The Plague Song   (Horrible Histories)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CVDIHrIQjo
It starts with a little flea that jumps upon a rat
It bites the rat and gives it germs and for the rat that's that
Then the flea it looks for somewhere else to find its food
It hops on you and me, and starts to suck our blood
First you feel a little poorly, and then you start to swell
Then you start to spit some blood, and then you really smell
Then you know it's time to ring your funeral bell
Along comes Mr. Death and swishes you to Hell
There's lots of cures to help you, if you have the cash
Kill the village cats and dogs and burn them all to ash
Sit down in a sewer so the smell drives plague away
Place chicken bottoms on your spots, and then you'll be okay

Chorus


Plague kills little children even more than mums or dads
A priest said it's because the wicked kids have acted bad
Half the people on the earth are simply blown away
So for Mr. Death these will be really busy days
Along comes Mr. Death and swishes you to Hell
Chorus
Along comes Mr. Death and swishes you to Hell!
N1:

The Great Plague killed 100.000 people in London
N2:

But probably many more people died ….. who were not recorded
N3:

Finally the winter came and the cold weather too ….

N1:

Slowly, very slowly, the disease receded and less and less people caught the Plague.

N2:

Rich people returned to their houses 

N3:

Though King Charles didn’t come back until February 

Please Sir!

Spare a coin for the poor….

I have no home to go to

I am so hungry, Sir, …..

Please Sir!

Spare a coin for the poor!

Let us go to the coffee-house  Samuel 

Yes, I know a good place on Drury  Lane

(Children make faces at them)
They are so mean! …..

N1:
Life in London went back to normal 

N2:
The theatres and dancing-houses opened their doors once more ….

DANCE
